Hospitality House Food Pantry

Winter 2010

Feeding the Hungry in Walled Lake and Surrounding Areas

The newsletter of Hospitality House, a member agency
of Gleaner’s Community Food Bank of Southeastern MI

Over 800 Families Received Food in 2009

Your generous donations of money, time and food provided the following:

Clients—Received hope in a respectful, welcoming environment

e Over 1,500 individuals received 420,357 pounds of food

e 542 new families “shopped” at the pantry, selecting from available
canned foods, fresh produce, breads, meats and other food items

Volunteers—Served to make a difference in the community

e Many individuals provided over 15,000 hours of time helping in the
pantry, maintaining records, picking up food, etc.

Donations—Provided the means to end local hunger

e Over 200,000 pounds of food. Donations of In-Date food are appreci-
ated. But remember $10 cash donated can be used by us through
Gleaners to purchase 40 pounds of food, versus you purchasing 6
pounds of food.

® Your donations allowed us to purchase over 195,000 pounds of food
from Gleaners

In the spirit of the Holidays, volunteers, donors and businesses
helped to feed and put smiles on the faces of so many in need:

e Uptown Grille (located 3100 E.W.Maple Rd in Commerce) provided
Thanksgiving dinner to over 400 clients. Thank you!

e Bayside Sports Grille (142 East Walled Lake Dr. in Walled Lake)
provided Christmas dinner to over 400 clients. Thank youl!

e We provided turkeys to over 400 families.

e Santa Shop: Gifts were provided for over 750 children.

Hospitality
House
Wish List

e Cash donations

e Fresh Produce

e Cereal

e Canned Vegetables
e Tuna

o Jelly

e Stew/Chili

e Canned Fruit

e Toiletries

e Postage stamps

Contact us to get involved

Kristy Hutson, Pantry Director
248-960-9975

Volunteering:
Shawn.Anderson@

hospitalityhousefoodpantry.org

Fundraising:
Michelle.Sherlock@

hospitalityhousefoodpantry.org

We welcome hearing from you to join our family to Make a Difference

There are a wide range of opportunities to get involved—please contact us to get involved in the following

or bring forth your creative ideas:

e Working with clients in the pantry or picking up food at one of our many community partners

e Fundraising events—see page 3 for our annual calendar or inquire about starting a new event

e Businesses—sponsor HH for a day by donating a portion of your proceeds to feeding those in need

e Computer experts-help with our IT structure, Access database edits and website development

See us on Facebook!



There are so many ways to help; Have you heard about...

® Norma Daniel made a donation in honor each of her 3 daughters as a Christmas gift to them. They
received a Christmas card from Hospitality House letting them know that this was done.

e Jim and Julie Simpson celebrated the holidays at home and had family bring canned goods instead of
gifts...... resulting in over 250 Ibs. of food

® Many Girl Scout, Daisy and Brownie Troops collected food and gifts for our clients this holiday season.

o Walled Lake Central High School Students donated over 16,000 pounds of food and collected just under
$20,000 during their annual two week food drive to kick off the holiday season.

® Swartz & Jalkanen, P.C. collected winter coats and $1,475 during their annual
Christmas get together. This firm also graciously provided pro bono legal support C-
for clients we referred. o
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These are several of many examples...Thank You for Helping Your Neighbors in Need! - ' , >

/

Thank you Clients for remaining strong in these challenging times and shopping with a smile!

Thanksgiving at Uptown Grille

Thank you so much to Joe and his family and staff at Uptown Grille. They all
sacrificed being with their families on Thanksgiving so that they could present a
delicious, first-class meal to our clients. Every one felt so warm and welcome.
We are still talking about how great the food was, thanks Joe and team!

Christmas Dinner At Bayside Sports Grille

Johni and Jewels, and their family and staff “family” at Bayside put on a terrific
holiday dinner for our clients on Dec 23rd. Santa joined us and listened to all of the
children’s wishes while they sat on his lap. The food was fantastic and the company
was even better!

Both restaurants fed over 400 families, thank you for your generosity!
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Santa Shop

Thank you to ALL the many volunteers and donors that helped Santa Shop have their most
amazing year yet! We all had great fun hosting guests "shopping" for more than 650 children this
year! There are so many individuals, businesses and groups involved in our success that we could
not possibly mention you all. However, I would like to send a special thanks to a couple of you
that helped us take this event to the next level and meet the enormous need this year...

St. Matthew's Lutheran Church adjusted their event schedule so we could have this wonderful
space for both Friday and Saturday! Because of the generosity of The Mini Storage Depot, our
"inventory specialist" Denise Montgomery and team were able to pre-inventory everything, and
shortened our set up time by 3 Hours! Thank you Marcia Reimer for your amazing design work,
and to the Spinal Column for donating the wonderful ads that helped fill our drop locations!

It’s true, it does take a whole village, thanks for being part of our village!
Pam Janson on behalf of the Santa Shop Team
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Fundraising Events: Please help by volunteering, attending & donating

January to March

e March—Feinstein match. Each year we secure a pro rata share of One Million Dollars
thorough competition with food pantries and food banks across the USA. Please send
in your donation payable to Hospitality House in March and April. Each pound of food
donated also counts as $1.00 donated.

April to June

e April 24—Millionaires Party and Silent Auction at Edgewood Country Club. This year’s
theme is “Mad Hatter”. We are currently gathering items for a silent auction. Please
email hospitalityhouseevents@gmail.com or call Pam Janson at 248-669-5822 to get
involved.

e June—Back to School collections of money, LARGE, STURDY backpacks and other
schools supplies to help our clients’ school-aged children learn. Please contact Kristy
at 248-960-9975 to get involved.

July to September

e August-Back to School distribution of school supplies (in 2009, we were able to provide
schools supplies to about 400 children). Please contact Kristy at 248-960-9975 to get
involved.

October to December

e November: Turkeys and the fixins for clients - please provide cash or food donations in
October. Please mail or drop off donations at the pantry or call to volunteer for
distribution times.

e December: Santa Shop (gifts for client children) - please provide new unwrapped toys,
hats, mittens, gloves, books and games. Collections begin in November for distribution
in early December. $20 gift cards are welcome for older children. (See our Scrip pro-
gram to help out in two ways!) To get involved, please email hhsantashop@gmail.com or
call Pam Janson at 248-669-5822 .

On behalf of our clients, thanks for your support!

Thank you Volunteers for your energy, commitment and smiles while helping those in need!

EW@[@{E@ If you are not already receiving our Event E-Notices,

please email Pam at hospitalityhouseevents@gmail.com.
Please let us know for which events you would like
notices, or just tell us you would like to know about ALL
EVENTS. Please notify us if you have changed your
e-mail or no longer want to receive event notices.
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Why We Need Your Support

Nearly every paper you read (Spinal Column, Wall Street Journal, The Oakland Press or Rotary
International Magazine) has articles about concerns over hunger in our world. There are those
in need everywhere, including our neighbors. (Rotary International reported recently that more
than 15 million people in the United States live on annual incomes that are less than half the
federal poverty threshold of $22,050 for a family of four). Ninety-five percent of the families
seeking help at Hospitality House are below the national poverty level.

No demographic or community is immune from the stresses of our economic times. Many of
our clients are the working poor. They face cuts in hours and in wages, but they continue to
work whenever and wherever possible. Social services have been cut. Middle income folks who
never expected to face these difficulties find themselves unemployed and choosing to skip
meals in an effort to make their mortgage payment. Many of these folks have no idea of where
to turn for help. Hospitality House is there to meet their immediate needs for food so they can
begin to look at ways to change their situation. Food is essential to being able to seek
employment, attend school and be attentive. Without this basic need being met these families
in crisis are unable to seek long term solutions.

Even in these difficult times, we have been overjoyed that this community continues to help our
neighbors. Donations to Hospitality House have remained consistent allowing us to serve the
ever growing number of clients. No person has been turned away, no client child was without a
Christmas gift. Beyond our own services we partnered with local stores to receive their excess,
we’ve partnered with Forgotten Harvest and local families to get fresh variety of nutritious food
for clients. We established relationships with Uptown Grille who provided Thanksgiving Dinner
(and pajamas) on Thanksgiving for 400 families and with Bayside Sports Grille who provided a
Christmas Dinner for over 400 families in December. A local law firm who hosts a party every
year to collect coats for those in need has made us the beneficiary of their efforts for the third
straight year. These coats were added to coats collected at Bayside and many clients are now
warmer during the cold winter months.

We thank you for your support here in your community. Your choice to help us meet these
immediate and urgent needs makes a difference to individuals every day. In a survey by the
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund it was determined “Those who donate their time and skills
contribute an average of 10 times more dollars to charity than those who don’t volunteer”. If
you have not volunteered at Hospitality House we invite you to do so. Or, come on in for a tour.
This year members of Huron Valley Hospital Staff did just that and they were greatly impressed.
They were amazed at the size of our operation, our ability to provide fresh and healthy food and
at how clean we keep the facility. A volunteer, working in the office, recently said, “I've been
bitten by the HH bug and want to do more, let’s meet and talk about what else I can do to help”.
We invite you to get bitten by the HH bug. Come, join us!

OFF THE SHELF wvritten by Jerry Anderson, Volunteer warehouse manager

Well, once again the young adults from the Walled Lake area have amazed me. They
step up every year with food drives and fundraisers with amazing results. I know every
day parents say (and I was one of them) “Why don’t you do something constructive?”.
Well, parents, your young people are amazing! I could not say enough wonderful things
about them or how proud they make me. They make my job so much easier with all of
their hard work. To all of the parents, thank you and be proud, very proud. Without
our young people, there would be nothing to take OFF THE SHELF!! Thank you to our
hard working young adult volunteers! Happy New Year!
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Want to make a donation, but there just is no extra money on hand? Consider
purchasing Gift cards through Hospitality House. Good for birthdays, graduations,
weddings, and personal use. Through our Scrip Program, hundreds of retailers -
movie, restaurants, clothing, groceries, drug stores, gas and more are available.

Please visit the website: http://www.glscrip.com /retailerlist/index

This site will give you the full list of gift cards that are available for purchase, the dollar
amounts in which they are available and what percentage of the sale will be donated to
Hospitality House.

PLEASE DO NOT ORDER FROM WEBSITE. If you do, HH will NOT get credit.
E-mail your orders to:

nicole.mchugh@hospitalityhousefoodpantry.org

Thank you to Donors for providing cash and food to help feed the hungry.

HH is Approved by Michigan for 50% Tax Credit on Donations
Hospitality House is a 501(c)(3) organization. Your donation is 100% tax deductible to the
extent allowed by law if you received no goods or services from this contribution. Your
contribution qualifies for a federal tax deduction. Also, individuals, couples and
businesses may claim 50% of their cash donations to Hospitality House on the Michigan
Income Tax Return (homeless/food bank cash contribution) tax credit line. Individuals
may clam 50% of gifts up to $200; couples filing jointly may claim 50% of gifts up to
$400; and businesses may claim 50% of gifts up to $10,000. MISC#26196

Honorariums, Celebrations, Memorials and Adopt-A-Bill
Grants Monthly Expenses
Christmas Gifts in honor of family members were made by: e Consumers Power: $50
e Norma Daniel e Phone: $85

e Mr. and Mrs. Robert Pitts
e Rent: $2,300
Memorials:
e Gleaners $5,000+

e $1,295 in donations were made in memory of Al Karner

CAN YOU HELP?

Grants: Please contact Lorrie McVey
e BP of America $250 lemcv@aol.com or
e City of Walled Lake renewed Community Development 248-390-8572

Block Grant
e Wal-Mart $4,000
e Tower-Perrin $250
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Hospitality House Our Mission is to end hunger in our

1600 W. West Maple Road, Suite C community by providing food to those in
P.O. Box 284 need. We pledge to help anyone in true
Walled Lake, MI 48390 need while maintaining the utmost respect
Phone: 248-960-9975 for the dignity of the individual.

www.hospitalityhousefoodpantry.org

Our History: Hospitality House, a food
pantry founded in February, 2002 serves
families in need who live in the Lakes
™ Vitai Business Services LLC Area. A variety of healthy non-perishable
foods, frozen meats, breads, eggs and

fresh produce are generally available.
Tax Preparation

Bookkeeping Services Authorized Hospitality House is funded by generous
Individual & Small > support of individuals, local churches, and
Business Provider businesses and staffed by volunteers who
(248) 379-3278 .. .
donate their time and smiling faces.
i 5 Email: vital business_svc@att.net X .
Lynn M. Peruski Website: www.1049.09m/vbstax/ aochche of ot e Non_perlshable food items are donated by
arolled Agent 5% Back to Hospitality House .
" schools in the Walled Lake School
District, churches,
Sign up online to receive businesses, food drives, and S
HD Q email alerts of food needs you. _g— U

%'\/\ Thank you for your Support!

Cr/p www.hospitalityhousefoodpantry.org

Thank You very much Graphic Services, Inc. of Walled Lake!
They have been donating our envelopes that are enclosed
with our newsletters for donations for over a year now!

We really appreciate it, thanks for your support!

COPOPPP000000000000000000
¢ Advertising Opportunities Now Available

: We will accept a limited number of paid
¢ advertisers in our quarterly newsletter or provide
€ recognition on our website under the donor list
(with a link to your corporate website)

I Reqular Business Hours
Mondays 12 - 8

For additional information or if you would like to
advertise in our newsletter -please contact :

Thursdays 10 - 2
Saturdays 11 -2

Lorrie McVey at 248-390-8572
Or

lemcv@aol.com
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